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DEEQE o
SOMGRESSINAL AND
HTERGOVERNRENTAL

BELATHYE

The Honomble Bey McUollum

Chatr

Subcommitize on Infenion, Eavironment,
ared Related Agenvies

LS, House of Representatives
Washington, DO 205135

Drear Chair MeCollum

On behalf of the USRS, Envirornmental Protection Agency, | am responding o vour Apnt 8, 2019,
fetter reganhing wstimony by Administrawr Andrew Whecler belore the House Approprintions
Subeommitics on nterior, Environment, and Related Agencies.

Your etter makes unfounded claims that Administrator Wheeler"s estimony before the
Subcommitice gttemptad to “obfuscate” the status of o document requested by the
Subcammitice,

Daring the Sebcommttee hearing on Apnl 2, 3019, m response 1o your questions, Adminstrator
Wheeler made clear that the wlormstion that you are seeking i3 the subjeet of a Frevdom of
Information ACL{FOIA Y request and that the Agency was working 1o identify documents and
mlormathon responsive o that reguest. As vou are aware, the FUHA request mentioned by the
Admimistrator s currently in Btigation,

As g pan of that htigation, the Ageney has deternmimed that the document vou are seeking s
deliberative and should be withbeld under Exemption 3 ofthe FOIAL the deliborative process
privitege. Uoven the EPACs determination that the dovument isdeliberative, the Agency will not
make it publicly availsble. iy order 1o protest the Agenoy’s interests and privileges with regard
this document. the EPA will respeat the judicind process and miends o let it move Torward and
awiit a raling by the court. When the judiciad process has concluded, the Agency intends o
undate the Subcommitiee on the naing.
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It vou have further questions, you may contact me, or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in
my office at Vovies, Travistiepa.gov or {2023 364-6399.

Sincerel

Associate Administrator

e The Honorable David Jovee, Ranking Member



